Heinz® Ketchup: A 135-Year History of Innovation
1869
Founder Henry Heinz packages his first
product, freshly-grated horseradish,
in a clear bottle so customers can
see the purity – the first of
many innovations to come.

Heinz® Ketchup
Fun Facts
• Each year, Heinz sends out six
billion tomato seeds to the farmers
who grow Heinz Ketchup
tomatoes.

• Heinz Ketchup exits the iconic
glass bottle at .028 miles per hour.
• Each tomato in a bottle of Heinz
Ketchup, from seed to vine to
bottle, can be chronicled through a
code on the cap of each bottle.
• Heinz Ketchup was always
packaged in clear glass (and later,
plastic). While other competitors
used green and brown bottles to
disguise the use of fillers, Henry
Heinz wanted customers to see
the quality and purity in his
products.
•Heinz played a critical role in the
enactment of the 1906 Pure Food
and Drug Act.
• Americans weren’t the first to
discover ketchup – English seamen
discovered natives of Singapore
using a tangy sauce called
“kechap” in the late 17th century.
• The iconic “57 Varieties” slogan
was born in 1896 after Henry
Heinz saw a billboard in New York
advertising “21 Styles of Shoes.”
He was inspired by the use of
numbers and even though there
were more than 60 varieties at the
time, he chose the number 57.
• In 1893, Henry Heinz uses a
“pickle pin” to attract attention to
his booth at the Chicago World’s
Fair; his exhibit inspired one of the
most popular souvenirs in the
annals of American advertising.

1890
The iconic glass bottle
starts to take shape. The
same style bottle can
be found today in
restaurants across
the country.
1937
Heinz establishes a tomato
breeding program to develop and
grow proprietary hybrid tomato
varieties designed specifically for
ketchup.
1970
The 32 oz. “Keg O’ Ketchup”
muscles its way onto store shelves.
1983
Heinz unveils the first
plastic squeezable bottle –
a revolutionary change in
ketchup packaging.
2000
A pioneer in ketchup
creativity, Heinz launches
green Ketchup in an EZ
squeeze bottle. It’s a big
hit with kids!
2002
Heinz spices up your burgers,
fries and sandwiches with the
launch of Ketchup Kickr’s, a line
of specialty flavored ketchups.
2007
For the first time, fans get a
chance to create the next Heinz
Ketchup commercial through the
“Top This!” TV Challenge.
2010
Simply Heinz Ketchup hits
shelves and is made from
the basics: tomatoes,
vinegar, sugar, salt and our
special blend of spices and
flavorings.
2011
Through a partnership with
The Coca-Cola Company, all 20 oz.
Ketchup bottles are made with
PlantBottle™ packaging,
which uses up to 30 percent
renewable plant-based material.
2011
Heinz introduces Tomato
Ketchup Blended with
Balsamic Vinegar, the first
new flavor extension to the
lineup in nearly a decade.

1876
Ketchup is here! Heinz Tomato
Ketchup makes its official debut
as one of America’s first packaged
foods — in a keystone-shaped
glass bottle.

1937
Heinz builds a ketchup plant in Fremont,
Ohio, which later becomes the largest
ketchup factory in the U.S., producing
nearly 34 million cases of Heinz Ketchup
every year.
1968
Ketchup on the go!
Heinz ushers in the first
individual foil ketchup packets.
1975
Featured in a popular Heinz Ketchup commercial,
Carly Simon’s song Anticipation brought to life “The
taste that’s worth the wait.”
1990
Heinz’ first fully recyclable
plastic ketchup bottle hits store
shelves.
2002
The first upside-down bottle
paves the way for clean
ketchup convenience and
easy storage.
2002
Heinz introduces three new lifestyle ketchups
to its lineup: Heinz No Salt Added, Reduced
Sugar and Organic Ketchups.
2009
Heinz Ketchup features a vine-ripened tomato
on the label along with the phrase “Grown,
Not Made®” to highlight the quality and care
that goes into each bottle.
2010
Heinz®Dip & Squeeze® Ketchup is
born! The first dual-function
ketchup package holds 3 times as
much ketchup as the traditional
packet.
2011
Dip & Squeeze packages hit store
shelves nationwide, giving
consumers the freedom to enjoy
Heinz Ketchup anytime, anywhere.
Today
Throughout the world, Heinz is Ketchup, selling 650
million bottles annually and approximately two
single-serve packets of Ketchup for every man,
woman and child on the planet.

